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in many areas throughout his life. And
he has made his biggest contributions
in one area in which I have spent a
great deal of legislative energy—edu-
cation.

Graham Newell probably learned to
read before he learned to walk. I under-
stand that he first secured a library
card at the Saint Johnsbury Atheneum
when he was in the first grade. Since
then, he has been passing on his knowl-
edge to anyone willing to learn, and
that number is larger than you can
imagine. After graduating from the
University of Chicago in 1938, he
launched an incredible career in edu-
cation, one that touched three genera-
tions of many Vermont families.

Graham has been a leader in
Vermont education in both the profes-
sional and legislative arenas. In the
last seven decades he has been a teach-
er at the Junior High, High School, and
College level, and will undoubtably
keep teaching well into the next mil-
lennium. Graham began his teaching
career at his alma mater, Saint
Johnsbury Academy, in 1938, and re-
mained on the faculty for nine years.
From 1945 to 1982 he taught history at
Lyndon State College full-time. After
“retiring’”’ in 1982, he returned to the
Academy to teach Latin, where you
will still find him today. He also con-
tinued to teach one or two history
classes a semester at Lyndon State
College until 1996.

Most people consider Latin a dead
language, but if you were to enter
Graham’s classroom today you would
find it to be as alive and enjoyable as
ever. A testament to Graham’s teach-
ing skills was demonstrated at the
Academy in 1997, when 47 of his 52
Latin students, over 90 percent, made
honors on the National Latin Exam, an
extremely challenging test taken by
over 90,000 students across the United
States.

Graham’s contributions to education
do not end in the classroom. While
teaching, he also served in the
Vermont Legislature for over 25 years.
He was a member and chair of the
Vermont Senate Education Committee
during the 1960s, helping to create
Vermont’s education laws. Indeed, the
self proclaimed Ambassador of the
Northeast Kingdom has positively af-
fected every single student in the state
of Vermont over the last 30 years. In
fact, his influence has even reached
students outside of Vermont, due to his
tenure on the New England Board of
Higher Education. But Graham always
remained supremely faithful to the stu-
dents in his classroom, once even
teaching class over the phone from the
Vermont Statehouse.

One can look at Graham’s education
accomplishments alone and see a life-
time of work and success. However, his
influence has touched many in other
fields as well. As President of the
Vermont Historical Society from 1965
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to 1969, his many successes included se-
curing a permanent home for the orga-
nization in the historic Pavilion Office
Building in Montpelier. He has also
served on a number of commissions, in-
cluding the Commission on Interstate
Cooperation, the Historic Sites Com-
mission, the Commission to Study
State Government (or ‘‘Little Hoover”
as we called it), the Vermont Civil War
Centennial Commission, the board of
managers of the Council of State Gov-
ernments, and the Education Commis-
sion of the States. In addition, the
thousands of people who check into the
Northeastern Vermont Regional Hos-
pital each year should be thankful to
Graham as he is largely responsible for
its existence. I could go on, but I'm
afraid it would take the remainder of
this session of congress to do so.

I am thankful for the opportunity to
provide my colleagues with a shining
example of a real Vermont renaissance
man. I join countless Vermonters in of-
fering my heartfelt congratulations
and gratitude to Graham Stiles Newell
for his many years of hard work and
dedication to the citizens of Vermont.e

———
TRIBUTE TO BARB RABE
e Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise

today to recognize the work of Barb
Rabe, who retired after 29 years of
service in the Oshkosh School District.
She began her career in the Oshkosh
School District in 1970 at the Perry
Tipler Middle School as a Teachers As-
sistant, and then transferred to Oak-
wood Elementary School where she
served for the next 27 years. During her
years of service, Barb worked for six
principals, adapting to each new prin-
cipal’s style, and was always actively
involved as the staff grew from 12 to 42
and the student population grew from
200 to 500. She worked hard at creating
partnerships with staff, students and
families that would foster collabora-
tion, cooperation and allegiance.
Barb’s strong work ethic, energy and
enthusiasm will be missed.

While mastering the key elements of
organization and flexibility, giving of
her time and talent in serving the fac-
ulty and students of Oakwood School,
and showing love and appreciation for
students, she also came up with new
ideas to adapt to the changing work
environment. She developed the com-
puterized milk and lunch money collec-
tion program at the school, which
helped the school collect money more
efficiently and thoroughly. She also
purchased her own computer years be-
fore the school purchased them and
took her work home to complete it in
an organized fashion. When Oakwood
School became computerized, she
played an instrumental role in the con-
version process. The students and staff
of Oakwood will miss her professional
and positive demeanor, although her
husband of 45 years, Gordon, and their

November 18, 1999

three sons and their families, will
enjoy spending more time with her.
Barb will be sorely missed by the en-
tire Oakwood Elementary School com-
munity, however I extend my best
wishes for a healthy, enriched and re-
warding retirement.e

———

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SAN
DIEGO REGIONAL PRINTING FA-
CILITY OF THE JOHN H.
HARLAND COMPANY

o Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, this
year marks the 30th anniversary of the
San Diego Regional Printing Facility
of the John H. Harland Company.

The John H. Harland Company was
founded in 1923, and is the second larg-
est check printer in the United States.

The John H. Harland Company
opened its doors in California in 1969.
Today, the San Diego Regional Print-
ing Facility employs 249 employees and
fills 98,900 orders per week. The jobs
this facility has brought to our state
throughout the years have been of
great benefit to California.

I offer my congratulations to the
John H. Harland Company and its em-
ployees on the occasion of its 30th An-
niversary and wish it great, continued
success in the future.e

————

TRIBUTE TO MR. MICHAEL J.
NAPLES

e Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Mi-
chael J. Naples. ‘“‘Napes,’’ as he is affec-
tionately called by all who know him,
is retiring after 29 years of teaching at
Ocean City High School in New Jersey.
He has earned great respect from stu-
dents and peers alike. Each year the
students Mr. Naples’ taught and the
athletes he coached attest to his dedi-
cation to excellence.

Although his first commitment was
to education, his enthusiasm for cross-
country and track leave an enduring
legacy at Ocean City High School. Mr.
Naples’ cross-country record over the
last 21 years is 209 victories and 28
losses. His track record is 133 wins and
only 8 losses. During his tenure as a
track coach, Mr. Naples led the Raiders
to two state titles and coached 9 indi-
vidual state champions.

His greatest moment as a coach came
during the 1989 cross-country season,
when he inspired his girls’ team to cap-
ture the first state title for an Ocean
City High School team in 24 years!

Mr. President, it is often difficult to
say goodbye to a teacher who has
touched the lives of so many people.
This is a teacher whose former stu-
dents are continually coming back to
thank him for inspiring them, edu-
cating them and, most importantly,
caring about them. My deepest respects
g0 to this inductee of the New Jersey
Interscholastic Athletic Association
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